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large crowd which collected to watch the proceedings*
shouting advice or lending a hand to the "cabby?>
when required., and indulging in good-natured chaff
when he made a mistake. When the car was finally
ready to start we placed the women and children in the
centre of the platform, while we men sat on the edges,
with our legs hanging down. To prevent accidents
we tied ourselves to the luggage with ropes.

Amid the cheers and good wishes of the crowd the
car started off for the customs enclosure, which is
situated in an angle at the confluence of the Silba and
the Tola rivers and consists of a large number of
tents. In my case the customs examination was waived,
but ordinarily travellers are detained here for many
hours while their luggage is ruthlessly unloaded and
examined bit by bit. There is hardly anything that
cannot be freely imported into Mongolia, but there
are a number of things that must not be exported,
including maps, photographs or anything that might
conceivably prove useful to a potential enemy, and
the traveller who is careless enough to carry documents
not previously censored and marked by the police,
must wait until they are read through by the customs.
Once the customs mark has been applied to the
luggage the traveller is not held up at other customs
offices on the way, unless the customs have reason
to suspect him. On the other hand, sometimes the
Urga customs enclosure is packed with loaded cars
for days and even weeks when the weather suddenly
changes and desert travel becomes dangerous.

We left the customs enclosure with sixteen
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